
#FreeAhmed Template email to send to your MP

Cut and paste the text below the line into your email and enter the relevant information into the brackets before sending. You can find out the name and email address of your local MP at https://www.theyworkforyou.com/mp/
Subject: Arrest of Ahmed Mansoor

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear {YOUR MP’s NAME}
I am writing to you to ask you to do everything you can to help secure the release of UAE human rights campaigner Ahmed Mansoor. Ahmed was one of the last human rights campaigners at liberty in the UAE and had been courageously speaking out against the UAE government’s many human rights violations until his arrest on 19 March. 

In 2015 a jury of ten global human rights organisations, including Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, awarded Ahmed the Martin Ennals Award for Human Rights Defenders in recognition of his courageous work. You can see a 2 minute video explaining the critical role Ahmed played in defending human rights in the UAE prior to his arrest here: https://youtu.be/J82D3r15uEw.  Amnesty International have said that they are “appalled and dismayed” by Ahmed’s arrest and expressed “fears that he may be at risk of torture or other ill-treatment while in custody.”

Ahmed is a prisoner of conscience detained solely for peacefully exercising his rights to freedom of expression. As my representative in Parliament, I ask that you do everything you can to ensure Ahmed’s immediate and unconditional release without torture or other ill-treatment. Can you also do your utmost to ensure that, pending his release, the UAE government reveal Ahmed’s whereabouts and grant him immediate and regular access to a lawyer of his choosing, his family, and any medical treatment he may require.

2017 is the UK-UAE Year of Cultural Collaboration. If this collaboration is to mean something more than securing lucrative arms deals and other trade benefits, the UK government should make it clear that respecting human rights and freedom of expression is an essential part of our culture and should be an essential part of the culture of any country that wishes to collaborate with us.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

{YOUR NAME}
{YOUR ADDRESS: Usually required for MP correspondence}
Tel: {YOUR PHONE NUMBER: optional}
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